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The annual Plant Sale with Coffee and Cakes in aid of Worlaby 
Views Magazine is almost upon us. Despite the bitterly cold 
spring, the green-fi ngered amongst us (in particular Chris, 

Ian and Grace) have been busy growing on plants, ready to transform your 
gardens for the summer. As ever, we’d be very grateful if the cake, scone and 
biscuit makers of the village would help the event by baking for us. This is our 
fi fth Plant Sale with Coffee and Cakes and we have something of a reputation 
to maintain!

This is the main fundraising event for Worlaby Views. In previous years the 
money raised on this one morning has allowed us to keep to our commitment 
to deliver a copy of the magazine to every house in the village, free of charge, 
six times a year. Once again, the entry will be £2.50 to include all the coffee, 
tea and cakes you can consume!

This issue’s beautiful cover has been drawn by Hilary O’Shaughnessy – look 
out for it around the village as we move towards Plant Sale day on Saturday 
1st June.

Worlaby Views Magazine and Worlaby Website

Please send articles, photos, news and diary dates for the magazine or 
website to lucy@englishandmedia.co.uk Deadlines for material for each issue 
is on Worlaby’s website: www.worlaby.org.uk.

Thank you to Chris Edwards and the Thursday Group for their donation of £25 
to Worlaby Views Magazine. Chris chose to donate her fee for her talk to the 
Thursday Group on her work as Tourism Manager for North Lincolnshire. 
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COOKE’S PLUMBING SERVICES
Bathroom installations

Repairs
Radiators/Pipework

Tiling
No call out charge

Call Neil on 01652 618963/07988420883

S.T Leaning
GAS FITTING, PLUMBING, HEATING

Gas Safe Reg No. 20160

NEW INSTALLATIONS/REPAIRS/SERVICE/ POWERFLUSH SYSTEMS

Condensing Boilers by FERROLI

Over 1500 � tted – 5 year guarantee

Tel: 01652 635619 Mobile: 07767 690136

All aspects of electrical work undertaken

20 years of experience in the trade

Reliable qualifi ed electricians

All work carried out to 17th edition regulations

• Full & partial rewires • Fire & security alarms 

• Inspection & testing • Aerial installations 

• Industrial & domestic fault fi nding • New builds
No job too small – free quotations given.

Call Dave/Chris: 
01724 762706; 07786 934419; 07795 210256

DNC
electrical
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Welcome to our Summer Term! Let’s hope it’s full of sun and fun – 
it’s certainly going to be full of learning.

We have some fabulous topics this term. Our Foundation Stage 
children (ages 4 to 5) will be following their hearts and learning about whatever 
ignites their interest and enthuses them most. Key Stage children (ages 5 to 7) will 
be learning about global gardens, while those in Key Stage 2 (8-11 years old) will 
be learning all about Africa. 

The Spring Term may have been a short one, but we crammed a lot in!

Mrs Evans, our fabulous literacy governor, has really inspired the children, 
involving them in some really big projects. One of the most exciting is the Radio 
2’s ‘Five Hundred Words’ story writing competition. A selection of children have 
worked with Mrs Evans on story writing and have entered their stories into this 
national competition. Fingers crossed for all those who have entered! 

Worlaby Academy continues to perform well in the North Lincolnshire Music and 
Drama Festival, now in its 93rd year. Mrs Evans worked closely with a group of 
children, helping them prepare their poems. The children all did extremely well. 
What a terrifi c way to develop confi dence in public speaking – and in getting to 
know and understand some lovely poems. 

Worlaby Academy pupils also took part in the Vale Academy’s recent very 
successful production of Oliver the Musical, which also starred Julian Plunkett as 
Mr Bumble (see page 8).

World Book Day on 7th March was a great success – the children thought it 
was fantastic. Once again our thanks must go to Mrs Evans who worked with a 
local book store, ordering suitable books for every age and ensuring that all the 
children had a new book to take home on this book awareness day.

But it’s not all been about reading, writing and reciting. We’ve also been very 
active. Mrs Noble, our Year 5 and 6 teacher, has set up an after school Cross-
country Running Club for Key Stage 2 pupils. Some of the children are now 
entering local cross-country running competitions, competing against other 
schools in the Scunthorpe area. Worlaby Academy children are stepping up to the 
challenge, doing really well each week. We’re also proud of the pupils from each 
year group who again represented our school at the Wake Up Shake Up Festival. 
A big thank you to all those who were involved, especially Mrs Shearwood. 

We were pleased to support Comic Relief’s Red Nose Day on 15th March. The 
children had a brilliant day wearing their own clothes and buying Red Nose 
merchandise to support this deserving cause.

The term ended with a lovely Easter service led by Mrs Milnes and which parents 
thoroughly enjoyed.

Finally, we would like to thank Pipers Crisps, Elsham Garage and Empson 
Builders for their continued and valued support.

Here’s to a Summer Term packed with fun learning, in and out of the classroom! 
       Kirsty Squires
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Worlaby Academy Community Allotment and 
Gardening Club
First of all, we’d like to say a huge thank you to all those 

people who helped the Gardening Club last season with Morrison ‘Let’s Grow’ 
vouchers, surplus equipment, donations of seeds, seed potatoes and enough 
strawberry runners to mean we should be able to enjoy fabulous crops of 
strawberries for years to come. You all helped ensure that we had a productive 
season, despite the weather. 

We are always happy to take in any spare pots, tubs, seed trays and so on in 
good condition that you may have gathering cobwebs in a forgotten corner.

Spring has offi cially started, although I think someone needs to let the weather 
know – as I write we have yet more snow! The 70 ‘Marie Curie Mini Pots of 
Care’ daffodils which over-wintered in the polytunnel have now gone home 
with their owners. 

Pots, tubs, seed trays and propagators have all been washed, dried and neatly 
stacked on the newly-vacated staging, ready for the start of the new growing 
season. 

Due to the dreadfully cold and wintry weather we have been having of late, the 
fi rst session of Gardening Club for the new season was delayed but fi nally, at 
lunchtime on Wednesday 20th March, the fi rst group of children sowed the fi rst 
seeds, with the second group sowing the next lot two days later. 

Five propagators are now residing on various windowsills around the school 
and are home to: cabbage; caulifl ower; chilli peppers (2 varieties); courgette 
(2 varieties); cucumber; kale; leeks; lettuce (3 varieties); red salad onion; salad 
leaves, spicy mix; sweetcorn; tomato, both cherry and main crop varieties. 
There are also two planters of peas in the polytunnel which we hope will 
produce pea shoots for use in the school kitchen.

Fingers are crossed for another productive season and we would like to wish 
all our fellow growers a successful season. 

Worlaby Academy Gardening Club

Nestle Box Tops for Books and Sainsbury Vouchers
So far the school has banked 32 Nestle cereal box top tokens – enough 
for at least three books. Although tokens can no longer be banked for this 
year’s scheme, they can be carried over to be used next year, so please keep 
sending them in. The school is also collecting Sainsbury’s school vouchers 
from the scheme running at the moment. We’d be grateful for both Sainsbury’s 
vouchers and Nestle Box Tops. 

Many thanks to everyone who has sent in tokens or vouchers; your support is 
greatly appreciated.
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Thursday Group
At our AGM in February, we 
enjoyed a lovely supper of 
pizza, salad and wine, whilst discussing past 
and future meetings.

Thanks were given to Chris who looks after 
the birthdays, Lis for publicity, Vi for the 
accounts and, of course, we all thanked Gill 
for organising us. 

In March our speaker was Chris Edwards who 
is the Tourism Offi cer for North Lincolnshire. 

Heritage sites, historic churches and buildings, local produce markets, 
exhibitions and  workshops and much, more; lots of information to such 
tempting places and guess what? It’s all on our doorstep! 

Another lovely evening.

Lis Owen and Maureen Rickwood

Worlaby WI
Our new WI year got off to a good start in March with a talk and slideshow 
entitled ‘Springtime in Yellowstone’ by Linda and David Ulyett. I could swear 
I saw Yogi and Boo Boo hiding in the trees! And in April Lisa Robin-Smith’s 
sock monkeys had us laughing all evening.

In May we will be discussing this year’s Resolutions, followed by a ‘Bit of a 
Do’, and in June there will be a talk on Gold Thread Embroidery.

We have a very varied programme this year and we are looking forward to our 
future meetings.

Why not join us? We meet on the 2nd Monday of the month at 7.15pm in the 
Village Hall. Our Secretary, Maureen Rickwood, will be happy to supply further 
details. (Tel 618142).

Liz Andrews

Worlaby Parish Council
Worlaby Parish Council meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 
7.30pm.

Meetings for 2013 are as follows: 14th May, 11th June, 9th July, 10th September, 
8th October, 12th November and 10th December. There is no meeting in August. 

The meetings begin with ‘Public Participation’, to allow residents to comment 
on any agenda item and raise any concerns with the Parish Council. If you 
have any specifi c concerns that you would like to be raised with the Council 
for discussion please contact me for further information.

Deb Hotson, Clerk to the Parish Council (tel: 0784 220 1877)
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Worlaby Crew
Members and leaders alike are preparing for a busy spring 
and early summer: we have some leaf-clearing to undertake 

around the toddlers’ playground; we are planning another charity car wash, 
and we are looking forward to a bowling night out and a weekend walk to 
blow away the cobwebs. 

This winter has been enjoyable even though we have been confi ned to 
quarters. We have held space hopper relays – well done to Dawn who 
proved herself to be ‘county standard’ at this highly-competitive sport. 
Community skipping is back in a big way and has been popular across the 
board with both leaders and members. Does anyone out there remember 
the old skipping songs? We have been dredging up rhymes from deep in our 
memories – ‘The farmer wants a wife’ and ‘All in together’. Bring it on! Pam, 
Richard, Dawn and Pauline have proved more than a match for their younger 
counterparts. Hula hoops have been tried out and practised, but there were a 
few miserable failures here.

Meanwhile, Sheridan has a cunning plan, but more about that later in the year. 

Roll on the warmer months, so we can all get out and enjoy some fresh air.

Pauline Watson

Worlaby Readers
Worlaby Readers continue to meet once a month at Vicarage Lodge and 
enjoy a lively discussion of their book of the month as well as a delicious faith 
supper and drinks. We do sometimes wonder whether we have all read the 
same book as thoughts and comments vary so much, but this leads to some 
super discussions. 

At our meeting on Monday 18th March we discussed Sandie Shaw and the 
Millionth Marvel Cooker – what a title! This novel about factory work in the 
60s brought back memories for many of our members. By the end of the 
book we all felt we knew the characters personally. Our next novel (to be 
discussed in April) shows just what a varied programme of reading we enjoy: 
the thriller Beneath the Skin by Nicci French. Can’t wait to get into it. 

We have been meeting for nearly six years and now number eight members. 
If you fancy joining us, do get in touch (tel 618391). We meet next on Monday 
20th May at 7.30pm. Look in your diary and see if you can make it a date with 
us – you would be made most welcome.

We donate £1 each every meeting into the ‘charity jug’ and this year we have 
given £60 to St Clement’s Church for new brochures and £50 to the Diabetic 
Society through Mrs. Sandra Clarke. 

We all really do enjoy our Worlaby Readers’ Night – long may they continue. 

Anne Hindle

W
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The late May Bank Holiday will see celebrations across the 
area as the Northern Lincolnshire Festivals Weekend gets 
underway.

The weekend is designed to celebrate the projects that LEADER has funded 
since the Programme started in 2009. Over 85 projects have been supported, 
including heritage projects, village hall improvements, play areas and churches 
that have been renovated 

LEADER funding comes through the European Union and Defra and is part 
of the Rural Development Programme for England that looks at a number of 
areas including agriculture, farm diversifi cation and forestry. It specifi cally 
focuses on rural communities and the issues that they face.

A total of £6.7 million has been invested in rural Northern Lincolnshire to 
support grassroot organisations as they strive to improve their communities. 
Without this funding many of the projects would not have been delivered.

Worlaby is lucky to have two LEADER funded projects, the new facilities at St 
Clement’s Church (including the kitchen and toilet) and the new Village Hall. St 
Clement’s Church is also part of the Church Heritage Trails project which paid 
for the display boards, trail and local walks leafl ets.

Both St Clement’s Church and the Village Hall are holding events to celebrate 
the weekend (see page 7 for details).

The New Northern Lincolnshire Festivals Project
The new LEADER funded Festivals Project helps voluntary groups and rural 
communities to organise and run exciting, safe events. A wide range of useful 
equipment is available to either borrow or hire – everything from two-way 
radios and high visibility vests to bunting and litter pickers. 

To learn more about how you can take advantage of both the project and 
equipment, please visit the LEADER website at 
http://www.northernlincolnshirelag.org/ or call the North Lincolnshire Tourism 
Team in 01724 297356. Information is also available in holding an event and 
tips on where to go for specifi c advice.

Chris Edwards
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Bank Holiday Lunch in St Clement’s Church 
We have been invited to take part in the Northern Lincolnshire 
Festivals Weekend taking place over the weekend of Saturday 

25th to Monday 27th May 2013.

We will be serving simple lunches from 12 noon onwards on Bank Holiday Monday 
(27th May). The menu will include jacket potatoes with hot or cold fi llings, delicious 
homemade bread buns, quiches, salads and of course yummy cakes.

We extend a cordial invitation to you all to join us in our beautiful Church.

Liz Andrews

Vintage and Table Top Sale 
We’re holding a Vintage and Table Top Sale at Worlaby Village Hall on Saturday 25th 
May from 2pm-5pm. Admission will be free and we hope to have around 20 stalls. 
The event is being held as part of the Northern Lincolnshire Festivals Weekend 
(see page 6) and as such will be very well publicised across the area. 

If you are interested in booking a stall the cost is just £3 (indoor stall, table 
provided). Depending on demand we may also have some car boot pitches 
available. Indoor stalls are limited and must be booked in advance. 

Perhaps you are having a clear out and can’t be bothered to hold a stall? If so, why 
not donate the items and we’ll sell them for you and donate the money to Worlaby 
Views Magazine? 

To book a table or donate items, please call Chris on 618916. 

The Belasyse and Cook Charity
Following the sale of Worlaby’s historic Almshouses 
almost 50 years ago, the money was combined 
with the funds of a small village charity known as 
the Cook Charity. A new charity was set up and still 
exists today as the Belasyse and Cook Charity. It is 
registered with the Charity Commission as 254664 
and has the following remit:

Relieving either generally or individually males or 
females irrespective of age who are in conditions of 
need, hardship or distress by making grants of money 
or providing or paying for items, services or facilities 
calculated to reduce the need, hardship or distress of 
such persons.

The Charity has fi ve Trustees and as well as paying for goods and services, grants 
have been given to help with the cost of frequent or long-term hospital visits. 

We are lucky to have help at hand in our village, so if you know anyone who could 
benefi t please do let us know by phoning our vicar, Father Owain Mitchell on 
01652 653989.

Northern Lincolnshire Festivals W
eekend
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PenDelfi n Rabbits – the end of an era 
Does anyone remember the PenDelfi n rabbits? Love them or hate them these 
sugar-sweet stoneware rabbits were everywhere in the 1960s and 70s. 

There were bunnies snuggled up in bed, bunnies playing musical instruments, 
baby bunnies eating lollipops … you name it, they made it. 

PenDelfi n was started in Burnley, Lancashire by Jeannie Todd and Jean 
Walmsley Heap. Each contributed £5 as working capital and with the garden 
shed as company HQ, the entrepreneurs began by making Christmas gifts for 
friends. Jean modelled the fi gures from clay and Jeannie boiled rubber on the 
kitchen cooker to make moulds. 

Their workshop looked out towards Pendle the legendary Lancashire Witch 
Hill. Their early fi gures had an elfi n appearance, hence the name PenDelfi n.

In 1956 they produced their fi rst rabbit and the business went from strength 
to strength. A whole family of rabbits was created, each one with a carefully 
thought out character and history. 

The company reached its peak in the 1970s with enthusiastic collectors 
across the world creating their own rabbit villages where these whimsical 
creatures could be displayed against specially made backdrops.

The dedicated team of workers, often allowed to show their own creativity 
and style when hand painting the models, helped the company survive near 
disaster in 1986 when a fi re raged through the factory. But despite their 
commitment, times had changed and sadly the little bunnies were not as 
popular as they had been.

In 1992, with production in decline, the PenDelfi n Family Circle was set up. 
This club offered members newsletters and a yearly rabbit. The club fi nally 
closed its doors on Easter Sunday this year. 

It may be the end of the line for these little bunnies, but worldwide collectors, 
are keen to complete their sets. Many earlier and short run models have 
become extremely collectable. Father Rabbit appeared in 1955 and today 
is worth between £700 and £1,000. He stands 
about eight inches tall with large ears and the 
bottom to match. He wears dungarees so 
collectors refer to him as Dungaree Father. Aunt 
Agatha, introduced in 1963 and retired in 1965, 
can fetch £700 or more.

So if you are looking round a car boot sale and 
spot one of these little rabbits, take a second 
look. It may be worth a few pounds … but even 
if it isn’t, the children will love it! 

Chris Edwards
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‘The Wise and Foolish Builders’
A big thank you to everyone who voted for Faye Fillingham’s short trailer in the 
International ‘Enter the Pitch.com’ fi lm competition. The trailer, created and 
directed by Faye here on location in Worlaby, in Barton and in Humberstone 
last August, also starred Worlaby’s Julian Plunkett. The trailer had to have a 
biblical theme in order to qualify for the competition, hence a totally modern 
take on the parable of the wise and foolish builders.

Shortlisted by judges, Faye’s fi lm was one of just 40 fi lms to be put online for 
a public vote. Your votes helped to propel the fi lm into the fi nal 20. After this 
a panel of judges took over entirely and they voted the fi lm into the fi nal 10. 
Faye then had to travel to Pinewood Studios to deliver a pitch for her fi lm to 
a prestigious panel of guest judges who included Nick Parks, the creator of 
Wallace and Gromit, a critic from Empire Magazine plus a producer from the 
BBC and a musical director and fi lm music composer.

The judges loved Faye’s quirky, creative little fi lm, but competition was fi erce 
and she ended up being just one judge’s vote short of making it to the fi nal 3. 
What an achievement!

Faye is currently pursuing her dream of working full-time professionally in the 
fi lm industry. Since making the Wise and Foolish Builders, she has worked 
on set design and costumes for three short fi lms commissioned by a national 
charity. She has helped do a promotional shoot at Know Media in Scunthorpe 
and has been back at Pinewood Studios working with Cleethorpes-born fi lm 
director Rod McLellan. Wishing her all the best in her fi lm career.

Julian Does it Again!
13-year-old Worlaby actor Julian Plunkett has had yet more stage successes 
in local drama festivals at Grimsby, Scunthorpe and Brigg.

Last November he was awarded the trophy for the most promising actor on 
the Bradley Youth Festival in Grimsby. Then at the Scunthorpe Festival in 
early March, he was awarded the Little Theatre Company Bursary to attend 
the Betty Yager Speech and Drama Residential Summer School, to be held 
in Lincoln. This is the third time he has won a drama prize to this prestigious 
Summer School. He also won back the festival Shakespeare trophy and won a 
trophy for verse speaking in the Play-offs.

In the recent Brigg festival he won top prize for the second time. He was 
chosen by the adjudicator as being the most outstanding competitor on the 
festival and will go on to represent North Lincs (Brigg) at the Regional Festival 
Finals in Barnsley in September. He performed his Shakespeare solo and 
comedy monologue at the winners concert, which were well received by the 
audience. 

David and Colette

Success on Stage &
 Screen
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Regular Events
Weekly
Tuesday: A short service of Communion, 9.30am St  
  Clement’s Church

  Chair-based exercise Class, 2pm Village Hall

Wednesday: Aerobics, 7pm Village Hall

Friday: Early Starters Toddler Group, 9.15am-11am Village Hall

Saturday: Aerobics, 9am Village Hall

Fortnightly
Thursday: Worlaby Crew, Village Hall

Please note:
Pub Nights have now fi nished for the summer. Thanks to everyone who 
supported them.

May
12th: Morning Prayer, 9.30am St Clement’s Church

13th: WI – Resolutions and social time 7.15pm Village Hall

16th: Thursday Group, 7.30pm Village Hall

25th: Vintage Table Top Sale, 2-5pm Village Hall

26th: Parish Communion, 9.30am St Clement’s Church

 Sunday lunch, 1pm Village Hall. To book call Gill on 618321

27th: Bank Holiday lunches from 12 noon in St Clement’s Church 

June
1st: Plant Sale with Coffee & Cakes in aid of Worlaby Views Magazine, 
 10-12.30pm Woodsmoke Cottage, 6 Main Street

9th: Morning Prayer

10th: WI – Gold Thread Embroidery with the talented Mrs June Drury

20th: Thursday Group

23rd: Parish Communion, 9.30am St Clement’s Church

July
12th: John Otway evening, Village Hall

14th: Downhill Challenge
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Winter returned with a vengeance as March ‘roared out like a 
lion’ – perhaps the snow already laying on the ground really 
had been waiting for some more to ‘take it away’.

Even after extreme weather, most of us are able to pick up where we began 
without too much diffi culty, but our farmers are left with longer term problems. 
Hill farmers with sheep enterprises who were already suffering from ‘the great 
lamb theft’ (a supermarket price war on fi nished lambs), now have further 
losses to face, with ewes and lambs lost in huge snow drifts before they could 
be brought down to safety. 

Lowland livestock farmers have struggled with fl ooded pastures and last 
year’s cold wet summer which produced less fodder. Now with a cold spring, 
‘turnout’ is delayed, putting further pressure on limited feed stocks and 
forcing farmers to buy supplementary feeds. And of course, reduced cereal 
production has pushed the price up, meaning that it is even more costly to 
feed stock. 

Arable farming has fared badly, too. Only 75% of winter drillings has been 
completed and both wheat and oilseed rape are not only suffering from poor 
establishment but are seemingly going backwards with the cold drying winds, 
slugs and pigeon damage. A late spring is the last thing farmers need as they 
try to make up for the losses resulting from the poor autumn.

The one ray of hope is that it is in the power of the consumer to help our 
farming industry bounce back a little. Buying UK produced meat not only 
means you can be confi dent about what it is and where it came from, it 
really does help one of our most important industries. Many of the larger 
national supermarket chains are now committing themselves to sourcing and 
selling more UK produce. It seems that previously they were unaware that 
some products were not quite what it said on the packet and that some not 
produced to statutory high welfare systems. We might help our area further 
by continuing to support local businesses with a long record of sourcing UK 
produce. 

Pete Blaylock, March 2013

Help for Heroes 
£42.80 sent by Angela and Mick on 9th April. Drop your 
cans into the red bin at the gate of 2 Top Road. If you 
have diffi culty taking them to the bin, Angela will happily 
collect them from you – just give her a ring on 618778.

Recreation Committee – March Winners of the 100 Club
1st Prize – Sue Webster and 2nd Prize – Pam Beeforth 

Congratulations to you both. Anyone wishing to join the Recreation 
Committee 100 Club Draw, please contact Bob or Mel Adcock on 618507.

Rural View
s
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Preparations for the second Downhill Challenge are well under 
way now. Sunday 14th July 2013 will once again see twenty-fi ve 
purpose-built soapboxes and sidecars quietly zipping down the 
hill to claim the ‘King of the Hill’ title on an extended course. 

Entries are now coming in from across the UK from challengers keen to 
sample the unique qualities of ‘The Hill’. There will also be up to ten ‘gravity 
bikes’ and all local contenders are encouraged to build and enter their own 
soapbox or gravity bike. Entry details and forms can be obtained from 
http://www.appleheadgravitysport.co.uk and help is on hand to advise you 
how to make a successful entry into this ‘green’ sport.

To complete this alternative weekend of fun, an evening’s entertainment has 
been planned in Worlaby Village Hall. By special arrangement the one and only 
John Otway is to play on Saturday 13th July. If you have never experienced 
Otway or Otway-batics, then do not miss this extreme experience! Fresh from 
the Cannes Film Festival with his brilliant concept fi lm Otway-Rock and Roll’s 
Greatest Failure, John will take you on a journey from his meteoric arrival on 
The Old Grey Whistle Test with Wild Willy Barratt and ‘Cor Baby That’s Really 
Free’ to his recent Top Ten Chart ‘Bunsen Burner’, with a host of other great 
songs packed with humour, parody, pathos and poetics in between! Visit 
John’s website to fi nd out more http://www.johnotway.com/ Tickets for this 
special evening are just £10 and bookings are now being taken. There will be 
a collection for the Lincolnshire Air Ambulance on the Saturday night.

With a planned ‘visit’ of the Air Ambulance Team on ‘The Tops’ during the 
Downhill Challenge, it’s looking like a weekend to remember ... Let’s make this 
the big one for Otway!

Pete Blaylock 

Neighbourhood Watch
Just a reminder to ring the police on 101 if you see any suspicious vehicles 
or people and are concerned. Even if it turns out to be innocent, they would 
rather have the details just in case. Please provide vehicle numbers, if 
possible.

I currently send out the local monthly police report and any other relevant 
information to a number of residents,

If you would like to be added to this mailing list, please email me.

Here’s to a safe and secure spring and summer – if it ever comes.

Lesley

lespotamusrob@aol.com
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As I write, winter is still 
upon us and yet the 
calendar insists that 
spring has arrived. 

Time to visit those bits of us that have 
endured the ravages of winter and 
prepare ourselves for a gloriously, 
glamorous summer.

Always keep a jar of petroleum jelly in 
your cupboard – this little gem is an 
absolute standby for busy models and 
can be used in many ways that we can 
all benefi t from. Here are just a few. It’s 
defi nitely time to pamper those hands or 
feet. Forget all those expensive foot and 
hand creams and save some money. 
Simply cover your hands and feet with 
petroleum jelly and pull on a pair of 
cotton socks and wake up to beautifully smooth appendages petroleum jelly 
can be used as a lip gloss and to highlight cheekbones. It’s also a great eye 
make-up remover. You can tame fl yaway frizzies and split ends if you simply 
place a little in your palms and wipe over your hair.

Do you feel like pouting? Then this next tip is for you! Cinnamon is the active 
ingredient in many expensive lip plumpers but cinnamon oil, which you can 
get at natural-food stores, is a lot cheaper and does the same thing.

Instead of spending hard-earned money on a tooth whitening treatment, why 
not try this safe, inexpensive DIY method? Gently rub pure baking soda onto 
your teeth in a circular motion twice weekly – do this carefully as baking soda 
is mildly abrasive. Alternatively put a small amount of baking soda on top of 
your toothpaste and gently brush. Within a week you should begin to see 
results. While you should always check with your dentist before embarking on 
any home-based treatment, this one is considered the safest form of DIY teeth 
whitening. The operative word here is gently ...

The cheapest and best beauty secret 
which is absolutely free is to drink 
water and lots of it. To keep your skin 
hydrated, fresh and plumped, it is 
essential to drink a minimum of 6 to 
8 glasses of water a day and more in 
particularly hot weather or dehydrating 
conditions.

Pauline Watson

Beauty Tips

D.T Painting Services
Domestic & Commercial Services

Danny Thraves
Painter and Decorator

Tel: 07590985729

01472 870275

38 Church Lane, Laceby,

Grimsby, DN37 7BW
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Money-saving Household Hints
In these times of austerity, many of us are watching our 
pennies. You may not be aware of just how much you are 
spending on household cleaning products 
– the average spend is around £165 a year. 
As we’re now well into the spring cleaning 
season, it seemed like a good time to share 
these money-saving household hints. 

Mix two cupsful of distilled white vinegar, 
half a cup of baking soda and a squeeze of 
lemon, mixed with a little warm water for all 
your household cleaning.

To freshen up fl annels, sponges and combs, 
soak in a hot, solution of soda crystals, or in 
a white vinegar solution.

If your curtains are sticking on the curtain rail, make them glide smoothly 
again with a squirt of WD-40. 

Cleaning Blinds
If you have fi tted blinds to your windows then you may fi nd the following 
cleaning information useful.

Vertical blinds: 

Providing these are washable, remove the head-rail and unclip weights and 
chains. Tightly roll the fabric into small coils, keeping them all in line without 
creases, and put in a pillowcase, securing with a knot. Wash one roll at a 
time on a 40°C woollens wash with mild detergent. Cancel the fi nal rinse and 
do not spin. Hang the fabric to drip dry. Replace the weights and chains and 
hang the louvres back on the track. If they’re not washable, use the upholstery 
brush and a low-suction setting on your vacuum cleaner to remove dust.

Roman blinds:

Most fabrics can be dry-cleaned. Remove the blind from the head-rail and 
take out the horizontal rods and bottom bar. Alternatively, use the upholstery 

tool on your vacuum cleaner.

Roller blinds: 

Simply dust down, as required, with a dry or 
damp cloth.

Venetian blinds: 

Use a dry or damp cloth or feather duster, taking 
care not to bend slats. A quick option is to wear a 
pair of cotton gloves and wipe along each slat.

Pauline Watson
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My interest in bird watching started as 
a young lad whilst living in the village 
of Thoresway, between Caistor and 

Binbrook. I certainly don’t think of myself as a twitcher 
– a bird watcher who travels the length and breadth of 
Britain, just to get a glimpse of the latest rarity to reach 
our shores. I much prefer to go for a walk and see what 
appears. I am as happy watching a fl ock of goldfi nches 
as I am a windblown rarity such as the North American 
thayers gull, seen last year in a sheep fi eld near Elsham 
Hall.

I vividly remember the joy I felt, aged 8, as I opened a present on Christmas 
day in 1960. It was a book titled British Birds, Eggs and Nests. By today’s 
standards, it would be a mere stocking fi ller but in those days it was 
absolutely fantastic – I was the happiest kid alive. I quickly thumbed through 
it, eager to fi nd out about the wonders within. I couldn’t believe the number 
of species, their names jumping out at me, strange names like ptarmigan, 
capercaillie, wryneck and red necked phalarope. There were pages displaying 
eggs of all shapes and sizes; I was fascinated by them. During the following 
years I spent all my spare time bird nesting, not to steal the eggs but just to 
marvel at them. I climbed high trees in search of the nests of tawny owls, 
woodpeckers or carrion crows, and waded waist deep in dirty pond water in 
pursuit of little grebes. I never thought about the danger, only the prize.

Half a century has brought big changes to the world of birds, very often what 
used to be common is now rare. I could never have imagined tree sparrows 
would be on the endangered list, alongside turtle doves and cuckoos. I took 
the sighting of those for granted. Unfortunately many birds once considered 
common are now struggling. On the other hand, chaffi nches, blue tits and 
great tits are examples of those bucking the trend.

One of the best sights I experienced lately was of a red kite fl ying over arable 
fi elds near Croxby. I was captured by the moment. Never in my wildest 
dreams could I have believed I would one day be watching a bird of such 
importance in the area I’d roamed as a child. And last summer I watched a red 
kite fl ying over the fi elds beyond Middlegate. I used to read about rare birds 
like kites, believing they were so scarce they would never recover but recover 
they have and in some areas they are thriving, though on-going protection is 
required with birds with hook bills. 

I still have that old book though it seems much smaller these days. I owe that 
book so much for introducing me to the fascinating world of birds and for 
bringing me such pleasure over the years.

Phil Johnson

Bird W
atching Through a Life
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The brightest display over the past few months has been 
Jupiter, but as it moves from south to west in the sky, getting 
lower, it will soon be out of view for a while. But do not despair: 
Saturn the ringed gas giant planet was at ‘opposition’ in late April. This means 
it’s in the opposite part of the sky to the Sun so that Saturn, the Earth and the 
Sun form a line with us in the middle. It is also at its closest point to Earth (a 
mere 1,340 million km!). This means that it will now look bigger and brighter 
than at any other time – taking over from Jupiter as an easy to spot bright 
‘star’.

Saturn can be quite easy to fi nd after about 10pm in early May when it will 
pop up above the south-east horizon and then getting earlier as the month 
progresses. Find The Plough which is in a precarious near vertical position 
and follow the handle away from the bowl along its arc to the orange looking 
Arcturus. Keep following the arc down for the same distance to the next bright 
white star, Spica, in the constellation Virgo. If you then go to the left of Spica, 
the brighter and yellowish dot is Saturn. It will drift west until mid-July, when it 
will then switch direction and start moving east, but always low in the sky. 

You will need a small telescope to see the rings of Saturn but the largest 
moon Titan may be seen with binoculars and a steady hand! If you can access 
a small telescope (>25x), the planet is tilted towards us so that you may see 
the top of the rings.

But what of the Comet ... have you seen it? We are promised another comet 
in late November which may be brighter than the Moon (Comet C/2012 S1 
ISON) if it stays intact. 

The present PANSTARRS comet (Comet C/2011L4) is grazing through the 
‘W’ constellation Cassiopeia. I have not seen it yet – March was particularly 
cloudy but it is getting higher, although fainter in the night sky. It’s coming out 
of the right side of the open W and heading straight for Polaris: the pole star. It 
will be faint - you may need binoculars unless you are in good dark skies away 
from street lights but by 24th to 29th May it will be passing to the left of Polaris 
(use the two pointer stars in the right hand side of the bowl of The Plough, 
follow a line up and that gets you to Polaris). Its brightness is reducing all the 
time but it will continue to be visible to a patient observer throughout May and 
June.

Finally look for a ‘conjunction’ in late May. When two objects meet or pass 
each other they are said to be in conjunction. The early evening sky on 28th 
May sees Jupiter and Venus close to each other, Venus being the brightest.

Full Moons on 24th April, 25th May and 23rd June.

Paul Edwards
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